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1. Introduction

A core challenge faced by policy-makers of the [paen Union today is to design
policies targeting very diverse areas and groupsw Hould we integrate such
different characteristics?

The reply was already given :Building a Knowledgeséd society

Main concepts contributing to conceptual framewaf this direction are learning
regions, active citizenshipand Social Integration as a mutual reciprocal proess.

In this presentation | intend to give focus on ititerconnection and indispensability
of ‘active citizenship’ and ‘learning regions’, abese two concepts represented and
have been served via a Grundtvig 2 project nafhlegdiography in Internet’ ( a
case study that took place in Patras ( Hellas).

2.Some words for the project ‘Hagiography in Internet.

Hagiography in Internet implemented on July 200&dl period 2004 — 2006 ) .
Its objectives were
+ The social integration of deaf people via In&trpasic steps and religious art
( paintings ), and
+ the promotion of the cooperation between dedftaaring .
Target group:
- adults
- 18 -55years old
- deaf (80%)”: unemployed ( 60%), undereducatdiddrate )
- hearing (20%)
In concrete , sub aims were
- the development of the learning possibilities @ tleaf people
- the acquisition of new competencies as ICT skifiseductory use- ( using of
Internet , communication via mail, ...)
- the art as a mean of expressing feelings andt sikeds
- the enrichment of the spiritual aspect of life
- the awareness of an alternative mean of commuamiicaia sign language
- the awareness of the need of making sign langumg®ol of silent
communication between deaf and hearing
- the development of the empathy of those workingmr learning with deaf
people for the deafs special needs and specidtiebil
- the aim to involve broader community in the impleta¢ion of the project by
organizing visits in cultural settings , financ@ntribution of dissemination



activities ( local authoriies, church, schools wegp to the vocation of
participate in conferences events...)

Results and products : cd-rom from every institutibat participated in this

project , an Excibition with the artifacts of theatners( 10 — 15 learners from
every institution involved as partner in the projecbrochure and information via
INTERNET ( in action www.scarabeus/hagiographyinlinterne}.it

3. Why this combination of learning activities /subjets choosen by the
promoters?

Because this project had been designed mainlydbaseand for developing and
enriched the following
+ The relationship that had been already informatlynstructed within the
social context of City of Patras between a learnorganization (
vocational training centre DAFNI KEK ) and the sa&siation of Deaf of
the western Greece region .
4+ The willingness to work together deaf and hearimgorder to help the
mutual incorporation in a diverse social reality
+ The provision of the opportunity to deliver tpeer mentoring as basic
learning method by giving to the deaf people tbke of mentor in
subjects of sign language and religious paintiag (the President of Deaf
Assosiation is Professional educator in religiousaad Painter himself
and actively involved and motivated the deaf leegne participate equally
).
+ On the other hand the DAFNI KEK was responsibleptovide the
infrastructure and the methodology in implementinGT seminars via
interpreter.

4. The main points of the project in accordance to Adte Citizenship and
Learning Regions and Social Integration issues .
In comparison with the ‘Hagiography in Internet’

a. Concepts’ identification :

Active citizenship: Citizens taking opportunities to become activalyolved in
defining and tackling the problems of their comnt@si and improving their quality
of life. One of the three key elements of civilearal. (civil renewal: The renewal of
civil society through the development of strongj\eacand empowered communities,
in which people are able to do things for themszldefine the problems they face,
and tackle them in partnership with public bod@wil renewal involves three
essential elements: active citizenship, strengitheoenmunities and partnership in
meeting public needs.)

! www.active-citizen.org.uk/glossary.asp




Learning regions: Learning regions: “...representing the territoaal institutional
embeddedness of learning organizations and aetareingThe distinctive feature of
a ‘learning region’ is: the co-operation betweeffiedent actors ,i.e educational
bodies, research and development agencies, stahddres, enterprises and non-
govermental organizations ( ‘civil society’) — ilearning together’ on how to device
solutions and produce new knowledge to addres$ heeals, ...how to’share
common objectives or problenis’

Social Integration ( as a mutual/ reciprocal process) : A visidrere the
investment in the education of the community anthe (inter)cultural activation is
an important start for a real and a posiintercultural society, where_every

person stands central.....and wheredtiecation is “...... transformative’ in the
sense that it should lead individuals: to modifggently held beliefs, judgements and
values, tdntegrate alternative ones and apply them in their own ways of thinking

and actiné”
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b. How ‘Hagiography in internet’ integrated the above general issues ?




